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Where did the Romans live?

New materials such as brick, Many people continued to live in Wealthy Romans set up villas in
marble and cement allowed the roundhouses in the countryside the countryside to run farms and
Romans to develop and set up of Roman Britain. These were show off their wealth and

new towns across the country. the traditional homes of Iron power.

These housed the hundreds of Age Britons.

Roman citizens that arrived in COLCHESTER MUSEUMS
Britain.
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There were only a few large
settlements in Britain before the
Romans arrived. They helped set
up many new towns across the
country that are still lived in
today.

The word “urban” is often used
to describe things relating to
towns. This comes from the Latin
word “urbs” meaning town.

Aerial view of Pompeii, Italy. The entire town was
preserved during a volcanic eruption in AD79.
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Name that town

Camulodunum Bath
Londinium St. Albans
Verulamium Canterbury
Aquae Sulis Colchester
Noviomagus Reginorum Chichester
Durovernum Cantiacorum London

Answers at the end

The Romans had different
names for the towns and
cities we live in today.
Have a go at matching the
Latin town names to their
modern-day names.

Clue: Noviomagus
Reginorum and
Durovernum
Cantiacorum's
modern names both
begin with a 'C'.
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The people of Iron Age
Britain already had a town
here, which the Romans

referred to as Camulodunum.

The Romans built a fort
within the town and it
gradually became more
Roman in appearance. After
Boudicca destroyed the town
in AD60, the town was rebuilt
and named Colonia
Victricensis (City of Victory).

A plan of the Roman town of Colchester. Colchester

Castle was built on the foundations of the temple
of Claudius. Can you spot it on the map?
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Soldiers were a place to live when
they retired. Colchester was one
such place a veteran soldier could
retire to. It was hoped that these
Roman veterans would encourage
local people to adopt Roman

Did you

customs. know?
, _ Colchester is
Towns like this were called
" L the oldest
Colonia” which is where we get
recorded

the word “Colony” from in English. _
town in

Britain!
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The Romans brought a lot of new
building techniques and materials to
Britain with them.

See if you can match up the materials
with their images on the next page.

wood marble
cement plaster
tile
Answers at the end COLCHESTER MUSEUMS
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Building materials
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In Roman towns, most people
lived in tall apartment blocks
called an insula.

The most expensive
apartments were on the
ground floor, as such
buildings were at a high risk
of fire and ground floor
apartments were easier to
escape.

Insula building in Ostia, Italy. Very few were made of

brick, with most being made of wood and plaster. COLCHESTER MUSEUMS
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Entertainment

The Romans would watch plays
in theatres and gladiator fights
and animal hunts in
amphitheatres.

N

The Greeks first built theatres o
and the word comes from the Roman theatre. Hierapolis, Turkey.
Greek theatron, meaning Sl 2F 5
“place for viewing”.
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Amphi means “on both sides”
so an amphitheatre is a place to
view on both sides.
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The colosseum. Rome, Italy.
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Shopping

In a Roman town you could
buy goods at a market in the
forum, a large open space
surrounded by buildings.

Many Romans liked to “eat
out” and would go to a
thermopolium to get cheap
and tasty takeaway food.

Thermopolium counter. ‘ “
Herculaneum, Italy. COLCHESTER MUSEUMS
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Worship

When a Roman wanted to
ask for help from a specific
god, they would go to a

' Model of the temple where they could
temple of make an offering or consult
Claudius. a priest.

Colchester, UK

For most religious needs,
Romans would worship at a
lararium (household
shrine).

| Lararium from
- "% the House of
| the Vetii.

! COLCHESTER MUSEUMS
Pompeii, Italy
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Sanitation

Very few Romans had baths in
their own homes. Instead they
would go to a public baths, where
they could also meet with friends
and family or even discuss
business deals.

Roman baths.
Bath, UK.

The same is true for toilets.
Roman toilets didn’t have

separate cubicles and you’d have
to sit next to other people.

Roman toilet. 4
Ephesus, Turkey. COLCHESTER MUSEUMS
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BC’(X‘\T“Y What building is this?

Roman towns looked very similar because
most of them contained the same types of
building. Archaeologists will try and look
out for those buildings when excavating a
new site.

Can you be an archaeologist and look at the
clues in the next few pages to try to decide
which of the following buildings you have
found!
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Theatre Temple
Bosra, Syria Nimes, France

Tick off
each
building as
you find it!

Fast food outlet (Thermopolium) e Town Hall (Basilica) COLCHESTER MUSEUMS
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Part of a religious shrine
made of ceramic.

An inscription dedicating a shrine

A bronze statue of a .
to Silvanus, god of the woods.

god.

What building are these objects from? COLCHESTER MUSEUMS
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What building is this?

What building

@ are these

objects from?

“Box flue” tile, used
to heat a room.
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Stylus and wax tablet for writing on Decorative colonnade (row of columns)

3. | What building are these objects from? COLCHESTER MUSEUMS
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A Roman bowl| made of

A large Roman storage jar A small Roman beaker for samian ware, a popular form
known as an amphora. drinking. of ceramic.
4. | What building are these objects from? COLCHESTER MUSEUMS
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What building
are these
objects from?

A Roman trumpet : - y R AT
mouthpiece A mosaic showing tragedy and comedy

masks, worn by actors.
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Design your own

Roman town

Temple Thermopolium
=
Theatre Basilica
Baths Insula
Use the symbols on the right (or design your own) to create COLCHESTER MUSEUMS
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your own Roman town in this Roman town outline! Learnlng from HOME



Activity: Name that town!

Camulodunum = Colchester

Londinium = London

Verulamium = St. Albans

Aquae Sulia = Bath

Noviomagus Reginorum = Chichester
Durovernum Cantiacorum = Canterbury

Activity: Building Materials

1. cement
2. marble
3. tile

4. plaster
5. wood

Activity: What building is this?

1. Temple — Many temples would have large statues of the gods or goddesses
being worshiped there. They would also have small figurines for more personal
worship. Visitors to the temple would offer dedications to the gods when they
asked for help and when they felt the gods had answered their prayers.
Sometimes this would be in the form of writing and sometimes it would just be

an object offered to the god in thanks.
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Activity: What building is this? (continued)

2. Baths — every Roman town would have had public baths. Most would include a
warm room, a hot room and a cold room, as well as space for exercise. Lead pipes
would bring water from local water sources, with an elaborate heating system
used to keep the water in each room at the correct temperature. Attendees
would also clean their skin by covering themselves in oil and scraping it off with a
strigil.

3. Forum — The forum was a large open space, usually in the centre of every
Roman town, where business could be conducted. This included markets to sell
produce as well as having the basilica (town hall) and temples.

4. Thermopolium — Most thermopolium would sell stews or soups that could be
bought and eaten in the shop or taken away to eat at home. As only the
wealthiest people had their own kitchen, buying food out in town was very
popular.

5. Theatre — The Romans loved to go to the theatre to watch plays. Theatres have
changed very little in their layout for thousands of years, though Roman theatres
didn’t have rooves.
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Did you manage to get
them all right? Why not
have a go at making
your own Roman town
with things you have at

home?




