
Week 3
Roman Homes



Homes in Roman Britain?

Insulae

Roundhouses

Villas
Many Romans 
living in towns 
would live in an 
insula. These 
were high 
apartment 
blocks.

The people who 
were living in 
Britain before 
the Romans 
arrived lived 
large round 
houses made of 
mud, sticks and 
animal poo. 

Wealthier Romans would 
often have a house in the 
countryside called a villa. 
These were large and 
extravagant places where 
they could manage farms 
and show off their 
wealth.

Domus

The domus was a 
large house in the 
town. They all had 
a very similar 
layout
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Where did the Romans live?

The Roman home was called a 
Domus. Many of thesefollowed a 
similar layout of rooms.

The Romans had many of the 
same rooms you might have in 
your own homes. As we explore 
the Roman home, keep an eye 
out for similarities and differences 
with your own rooms! tŀƛƴǘƛƴƎ ƻŦ άŀ 

tƻƳǇŜƛƛŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƻǊέ 
by Luigi Bazzani. 
Painted in 1882.



The Roman home

Cubiculum

Tablinum

Cubiculum

Triclinium

Atrium

Peristylium

Latrina Culina
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Canyou
guess what 
the following 
rooms might 
have been 
used for?

Cubiculum



The Atrium

The Atrium was the first 
room you would enter in 
most Roman homes. This 
was a hallway where the 
homeowner (or sometimes 
one of their slaves) would 
greet visitors. 
This would also often 
contain the household 
shrine (Lararium) for 
worshiping the guardian 
spirits of the home. 

Roman lararium (House of the Vetii, Pompeii, Italy)



Greetings

The Romans spoke 
Latin. 
Here are some 
phrases you can 
practice with your 
friends and family!

English Latin Pronunciation

Hello Salve Sal-vay

How are you? Quid agis? Kwidagis

Good Bene Ben-ay

Bad Male Ma-lay

And you? Et tu? Et too?

Thank you Tibigratiasago Ti-bi grah-tee-as ah-go

Goodbye Vale Va-lay



The Atrium

One of the key features of 
a Roman atrium is the 
pool (impluvium) in the 
centre, which collected 
rainwater. This water 
could then be used in the 
house for drinking or 
cleaning. 

There was a hole in the 
ceiling (compluvium) to 
allow the rain to fall in. 

Roman impluvium (Paestum, Italy)


