WARRIOR QUEENS

Boudica and Rani Lakshmibai were two legendary warrior queens from different parts of the world and of different eras.
Despite this, they share remarkable parallels in their lives and the resistance they led against foreign invaders. Although

born some 1800 years apart, their stories are emblematic of courage, leadership, and the fight for independence.

Here's a summary of their lives, and the striking similarities that connect them across centuries and continents.



Queen Boudica Rani Lakshmibai

Early life and leadership

Boudica was born around 30 CE in Roman-occupied Born as Manikarnika Tambe in 1828, in Varanasi, India,
Britain, likely in the region that is now East Anglia. From and raised in the court of Peshwa Baji Rao Il. Unusually for
what we now know of Iron Age society, she was likely girls of her time, she received an education, and was also
raised to not only manage her household but to trained in several martial arts including horseback riding,
dispense judgements, take part in hunts, and fight to shooting, and fencing.

defend the tribal lands.

Married King Prasutagus of the Iceni tribe. King Married Maharaja Gangadhar Rao of Jhansiin 1842,
Prasutagus was born in Ipswich before becoming the becoming Rani Lakshmibai. ‘Rani’ is a female royal fitle,
leader of the Iceni. He was an ally of the Romans. Upon equivalent to ‘Queen’. When the Maharaja died, she
his death, Boudica became the leader of her people. became regent of Jhansi.

Cause of Rebellion

Roman Oppression: Following her husband's death British Annexation: After the death of her husband in 1853,
around 60 AD, the Romans annexed the Iceni territory, the British East India Company annexed Jhansi under the

flogged Boudica, and assaulted her daughters. This Doctrine of Lapse, refusing to recognize her adopted son

brutal freatment and the imposition of heavy taxes as the legal heir. This unjust annexation was a significant

incited her rebellion. cause of her resistance.



Leadership and Battle Strategies

Rebellion against Rome: In 60-61 AD, she led the Iceni Defence of Jhansi: In 1858, she led her forces against the
and neighboring tribes in a massive uprising against British during the siege of Jhansi. Despite limited resources,
Roman rule. She strategically attacked and completely she exhibited extraordinary leadership and martial
destroyed the Roman settlements of Colchester, prowess. It is said that she often went into battle with her
London, and St. Albans. young adopted son strapped to her back.

Despite initial successes, her forces were ultimately After Jhansi fell, she escaped and joined forces with other
defeated by the Romans in a decisive battle. Boudica’s rebel leaders. She continued to fight, often riding into
fate after this is uncertain, but it is thought that she either battle with her son on her back. She continued to lead
died fighting or took her own life soon after. the Indian resistance until her death in battle in 1858.

Legacy and Symbolism

Symbol of Resistance: Boudica is remembered as a Symbol of Resistance: Rani Lakshmibai became a symbol
symbol of resistance against Roman oppression. Her of resistance against British colonial rule. Her bravery and
legacy lives on in British history as a representation of the leadership are celebrated in Indian history and culture,
struggle for freedom, and a powerful icon for women's inspiring generations.

movements.



Cultural Icon: Her story has been commemorated in Cultural Icon: Her story is immortalized in songs, poems,
many forms, including statues, literature, and popular literature, and films, highlighting her continuing role as a
media, symbolizing her fierce spirit and fight for justice. national heroine.

Rani Lakshmibai of Jhansi and Boudica of the Iceni, though separated by time and geography, share a powerful narrative of
female courage and resistance. Their stories are testament to the enduring fight against oppression and the quest for justice and

independence. These warrior queens contfinue to inspire us through their strength and resilience in the fight for freedom.
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For more information, see the following video links:



e KS2 History: Boudica
https.//www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/zbbv8p3

e KS2 History: Boudica and The Roman Invasion
https.//www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/zmyhf4
e Horrible Histories Series 6: 9. Bolshy Boudica Special

https.://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b062rhwx/ad/horrible-
histories-series-6-9-bolshy-boudica-special

e KS 2 history — Boudica
https.//www.ks2history.com/boudica-info-guide

¢ Rani Laxmi Bai - Movie in English | Indian History: Jhansi
Ki Rani | Pebbles Stories

https.//youtu.be/1U7jwd31sJs?si=GYZGmqgMOvmL_NcpO

e The Queen of Jhansi | Story of Laxmibai | dadi maa ki
kahaniya | Kids Stories

https://youtu.be/C34TGL5ZquU?si=IHuljqZSI98yzcoe

e Rani of Jhansi (pt.1) - The Ideal Life of Rani Lakshmibai -
Stories for Children

https.//youtu.be/7 GoiXsqMJyc?si=aQJGwmMKTJOTFe7h

¢ Rani of Jhansi (pt.2) - Rani Lakshmibhai's Determination -
Stories for Children

https.//youtu.be/IBNZyL wETJM?si=5ILEqD eEO5VS3gm

¢ Rani of Jhansi (pt.3) - Lakshmibai's Struggle - Stories for
Children

https://youtu.be/IBNZyL WETIM?si=1MwJNKANTXEDtoks


https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/zbbv8p3#_blank
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/articles/zmyhf4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b062rhwx/ad/horrible-histories-series-6-9-bolshy-boudica-special
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b062rhwx/ad/horrible-histories-series-6-9-bolshy-boudica-special
https://www.ks2history.com/boudica-info-guide
https://youtu.be/1U7jwd31sJs?si=GYZGmqM0vmL_NcpO#_blank

With thanks to Dr Fathima Fahad / University of Essex 'Transitions and Transformations: The Black Researcher's Journey'
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