“museum wonders

Teacher Guide

Discover: Museum Wonders school workshop

June 2026 - November 2027



Session Summary

During this full-day (4 hours including lunch) session your pupils will go on a journey
of discovery...discovering the world of Juliasaurus, discovering objects found in the
ground, found in our stores and found in unusual places! They will be accompanied
on this journey by their ‘passport’ of activities; questions to answer, objects to find
and puzzles to solve as they journey around the exhibition and become experts in
palaeontology, archaeology and curation!

Expect fossil and artefact handling with our museum team and more artefact
exploration and craft in the teacher-led time. It’ll be a busy and exciting day meeting
our 150 million year old friend, Juliasaurus!

Before your visit
We believe that you will have the best possible experience if you prepare the pupils
and accompanying adults in advance of the session. To do this we ask that all

accompanying adults read over the information in this pack, well in advance of the
visit.

Logistical preparation

The children will need to be in 2 groups for parts of the day; so preparing these in
advance will be helpful.

If you have neuro diverse pupils, they may benefit from the visual story we have of
the museum on our website click HERE and scroll down just over halfway to where
it says ‘Autism’. We also have twiddle muffs, fiddle toys and ear defenders if
needed.

If you haven’t already, please let us know of any access or learning needs that it
would be useful for us to be aware of on museums@colchester.gov.uk

Children will have somewhere to store their coats and don’t need to carry or bring
anything else. Could you please ensure they bring their lunch is a small box or bag
NOT a rucksack as we simply don’t have the storage space

On-the-day information

Hollytrees is accessed through the glass doors of the visitor information centre at
the rear of the building which faces Castle Park (not through the ‘front’ door which
faces the street). Come to the door and we will meet you there!

Shopping for souvenirs
The ‘dino store’ is very small and our day is packed so instead of free-time in the

shop we are offering a Dino Goody bag for just £3 each. These can be ordered in
advance and collected on the day.


https://colchester.cimuseums.org.uk/hollytreesaccess/

Timetable for the day for two classes.
If there is only ONE class in attendance then Class 2's Timetable will be followed with
museum-led activities in the MORNING.

Class 1

Class 2

Arrival = Go to Education Room with
museum team member.

Arrival - Leave coats and bags in

exhibits.
20 mins exploration of Portrait Gallery
and Childhood Gallery exhibits.

(The second two sessions will be with
the class in half and rotating)

10.00- | children leave coats and lunch boxes 10.00- trolley and then proceed into Garden
10.10 and teacher confirms arrangements 10.10 Room exhibition space for a quick
for the morning with museum team initial explore (teacher led)
member
Museum-led session
45 min talk about the exhibition, Q&A
and fossil handling
Teacher-Led ‘Cabinet of Curiosities’ (This session all together as a class)
activities; 30 min object discovery and Introduce passport and activities
30 min craft (split class in half and 10.10
10.10 swap activity) _ 35 mins exploration of Garden Room
-11.15 | Full details on page 5 and Running the Home Gallery
You have the option here to stop at 12:00 exhibits.
11.00 if you’d prefer a longer lunch 20 mins exploration of Portrait Gallery
break and Childhood Gallery exhibits.
(The second two sessions will be with
the class in half and rotating)
115+ 45 min lunch in Education Room 12.00 45 min lunch in Education Room
12.00 -12:45
Museum-led session
45 min talk about the exhibition, Q&A
anq fossﬂ.handlmg You have the option here to start at
(This session all together as a class) . ,
S 1.00 if you’d prefer a longer lunch
Introduce passport and activities
break
. . Teacher-Led ‘Cabinet of Curiosities’
12.00 35dmléns e*plo;aﬂgn of (éar;ljen Room 12.45 | activities; 30 min object discovery and
-2.00 and Running the Home Gallery 2.00 30 min craft (split class in half and

swap activity).
Full details on page 5




Museum-led activities

You will spend the longest session of your day in museum-led activities. Part of
this will be in more formal listening and object handling and part will be in hands-
on exploration and activities around the exhibition spaces. The 2-hour session will
be split up roughly as follows:

In the Garden Room ‘Discover Juliasaurus’ lost world’

You will begin with a short talk about Juliasaurus, why she is special, where she
was found and the world in which she lived around 154 million years ago.
Following this, your class will have a fossil handling session where they get to hold
and pass around REAL fossils from the museum collection and learn about life
millions of years ago. This part of the visit will last around an hour.

Gallery Exploration
There are 4 exhibition spaces so we’ll explore them 2 at a time with half a class in
each space and swap. There will be around an hour for gallery exploration.

The Garden Room (Juliasaurus) and Running the Home Gallery (discovered in
the ground) In the Garden Room pupils will have time for a proper explore, to
complete the room-specific activities in their passport, have a go with the feelie-
box and wax rubbing and tackle the quiz on the interactive screen! In the Running
the Home Gallery our museum assistant will do an artefact investigation activity
with you related to the ‘discovered in the ground’ exhibit, there will also be the
passport activities to complete and another feelie-box and wax rubbing.

Childhood Gallery (discovered in the stores) and Portrait Gallery (discovered in
strange places plus, you discover) In the Childhood Gallery the exhibition case
displays an eclectic array of curious objects we have found lurking in our stores, as
well as looking at these there are passport activities to complete, the feelie box
and rubbing, books, small world toys and a ‘listening station’. Finally the Portrait
Gallery has a small display of objects found in strange places to look at, alongside
our most hands-on displays ‘you discover’ where you’ll find an array of cute,
creepy, shiny and even glowing objects to interact with - along with passport
activities, feelie box and wax rubbing, of course!



Self-Led activities

Part of your day will be spent in the Education Room on teacher-led activities.
While these are ‘led’ by your school staff and helpers, the activities are all planned
and resources laid out for you in the room. This part of the day will last around an
hour.

There is an introduction followed by 2 activities so ideally your class will be split
into 2 halves, do one activity and then swap to the other. The activities can be
done as a whole class if you prefer, but the object investigating is more engaging
when ‘up close’ in a smaller group.

Introduction. You’ll be exploring the idea of a ‘cabinet of curiosities’ in this session
so the introduction will provide you with some information and images to share
along with some discussion points, this will probably take about 5 minutes

Cabinet of Curiosities Discovery activity

Waiting for you in the room will be an array of curious objects in boxes for you to
open, discuss and discover. This is intended as a discussion-based activity so
you’ll be provided with a set of talking prompts to get your class thinking beyond
just ‘what is it’. Not all of the prompts will be suitable for all of the objects but
there will be plenty to provoke discussion and thinking. You could also have a go at
ordering the artifacts from oldest to newest if you have time.

Cabinet of Curiosities Craft activity

If you were to have a cabinet of curiosities what would you display? Would you
collect objects you find fascinating or do you already have objects which are
special to you? The children will be provided with a specially-designed paper
‘cabinet of curiosities’ for them to draw on, personalise and make their own,
showing what they would put on display - either fantasy or objects and collections
they already have. If you have time, it’s nice for the group to ‘show and tell’ these
as a lovely insight into individuals’ interests.

Lunch

You will have you lunch at either 11.15 or 12.00 in the Education room. You can
stay in the space for the whole 45 minutes, or if the weather is dry, feel free to pop
outside for a run around too! If you would prefer to have a whole hour for lunch
you could reduce the time spent on your teacher-led actviities and have your
lunch 11:00 - 12:00 for the morning group or 12:00 - 13:00 for the afternoon

group.

Toilets
Hollytrees has a toilet next to the Education Room and one in the Running the
Home Gallery. Both are unisex.
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You will be using the following rooms

5 - the Garden Room

7 - Running the Home Gallery and 9 the Childhood Gallery.

The Education Room is on the second floor above the Running the Home gallery.

Evaluation

We hope you have a great day with us, but we are always trying to improve our
school sessions and will ask you to complete a short evaluation form. This will be
sent to you via the admin email address used for booking, or to you directly if your
email address was used as part of booking. We are also keen to hear what your
pupils thought of their experience and there will be flip chart paper available in
the education room for them to add comments onto.

Hollytrees information
Address and contact details

Hollytrees Museum Phone 01206 282920
Castle Park Email museums@colchester.gov.uk
Colchester

CO11UG
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